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LETTER moft humbly addreffed 
to His Grace the Archbifhop of 
CANTERBURY. | i 


Humanum eft errare, fed Diabolicum eft perfeverare. 
| 5S. AUGUSTINUS. 


Regia, crede mibi, res eft fubcurrere Lapfis. 
: Lee Ovipius, 
Fortis Potenti pugnet, in Miferos pote/t 
Qui bella gerere, fpiritus humiles gerit. 
5 Grorit Adamus Exful, 
Undoubtedly He will relent, and turn 
From His Difpleafure, in Whofe Look ferene, 
When angry moft He feem’d, and moft fevere, 


What elfe but Favour, Grace, and Mercy fhone! 
MiLTON. ‘ 
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FOR 
IN A 
L ETTER moft humbly addrefled 
to His Grace the Arehbifhop of 
CANTERBURY; 


May it pleafe your Grace! 
S I have the higheft Regard 


for your Grace’s Piety, Judg- 
A .. ment and Learning, fo I 
am infinitely concerned, left by my 
late Offence, I may Hive forfeited all 
Title and precaution to your Grace’s 
Favour and Patiofinge for the fu» 


ture, 


B But 
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But as it is the Property of great 
Minds to pardon Offences, upon the 
guilty Perfons fhewing due Contri- 
tion for their Faults, as well as to 
protec and patronize Innocence ; 
while a Perfuafion of your Grace’s 
Love to Juftice would debar me from 
making this Approach, a ftronger 
Conviction of your Humanity and 
Benevolence to all Mankind, and 
Compaflion and Sympathy for all in 
Dittrefs (two moft amiable Qualities, 
which are moft eminently confpicuous 
in your Grace) command me to dif- 
mifs my Fears, to appeal from the 
Bar of your Juftice to the more pre- 
dominant one of your Mercy, and 
to prefer my Suit before thofe Ears, 
which never yet heard the Miferable 
(provided their Cafe were not beyond 
Remedy) complain in vain. 

As it was the Maxim of the moft 
humane of all the twelve Cefars 
(who for that reafon was honoured 
with the endearing Appellation of 
Amr &§ Delicie Generis humani) 
that 
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that no one ought to depart forrow- 
ful from the Prefence of a Prince ; 
fo the fame appears peculiarly appli- 
cable to your Grace, your Pra¢tice 
more than your Words attefting, that 
no one fhould be difmiffed difconfo- 
late from the Prefence of the Chief 
Prelate of the Proteftant Church; 
from whence it is evident, that your 
Grace’s Title to the Emperor's Ap- 
pellation would be no lefs juft than 
his was, were your Power only as 
univerfal; your Benevolence being as 
extenfive as his to all under your Go- 
vernment.. The Difparity betwixt 
Titus Vefpafian and your Grace con- 
fifting not in Scantinefs of Affection, 
but in the reftricted Limits of your 
Jurildiction. 

Being therefore favoured with fo 
equitable an Umpire of my Caufe, I 
moft humbly intreat that your Grace 
would patiently hear what I can of 
fer, if not in Defence or Excufe, 
yet by way of Extenuation of my 
| | B 2 Fault, 
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Fault, which may it pleafe your 
Grace to take as follows. 

Being charged by the Reverend 
Mr. Douglas with interpolating a few. 
Verfes into fome Authors quoted by 
me in my Effay on Milton's Ufe and 
Imitation of the Moderns, I own the 

Charge to be juft; for which I hear- 
tily profefs my Sorrow, and moft 
humbly afk Pardon, which (as it is 
my firft Offence, as Iam refolved it 
thal be my laft) I hope may be in- 
dulged me; and the rather, becaufe, 
when I might have availed myfelf 
of the Defence fuggefted and allowed 
by my Opponent, of having received 
the interpolated Verfes in writing from 
abroad, I chofe rather to admit the 
Charge, Bien thereby expofe myfelf 
to the Reproach and Cenfure attend- 
ing fuch Condudt, than at the Ex- 
pence of Truth to blame my inno- 
cent Correfpondents ; which : ingenu- 
ous Confeflion alfer wil, I hope, 
plead in m yl Favour, and make fome 
Atonement for my F ault. 


Di - 
But, 
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But, at the fame time, in Jutftice 
to myfelf, Icannot forbear to take 
notice, that my interpolating thefe 
Authors proceeded rather from my 
being hurried away by violent Paf- 
fion (to which I am naturally too 
fubjeét) and a rafh Imprudence, not 
duly weighing the Confequences, nor 
confidering the Malignity of the 
Crime, but chiefly from a fatal An- 
xiety not to fall fhort of my Proof 
in that arduous Undertaking, with 
the moft partial Admirers of the great 
Enghfb Poet, than from a Defign of 
impoling on the Public in general, 
As I humbly conceive my Argument 
was {trong enough of itfelf to con- 
vince Perfons of Candour, that 14/- 
tom at leaft faw thefe Authors, and 
made fome ufe of them, and confe- 
quently ftood in no need of any fuch 
fuppofititious Afliftance : Though I 
{cruple not to own, that Mi/ron’s Ule 
of thefe Authors was fuch, that I was 
by no means authorifed from thence 
fo deduce Inferences in Impeachment 
either 


fo" 
either of his moral or poetical Cha- 
racter: But this, when blinded with 
Paffion, I either would not or could 
not perceive. So much for the cul- 
pable Part, the Interpolations, which 
I am far from offering to defend, 
having only related the Motives that 
induced me to have recourfe to make 
ufe of their Affiftance. 

As for the Attempt to ftigmatize 
Milton as a Plagiary, for borrowing 
feveral of his Images, Comparifons 
and. Defcriptions from Poets who 
wrote before him, while under the 
Influence of Paffion, I thought my- 
felf fufficiently juftified by the Prin- 
ciple of Self-Defence, ‘and the Law 
of Retaliation: And thefe indeed, 
when juftly founded, are always al- 
lowed to be a ftrong Plea, according 
to the known Adage of the Poet, 


Pellere vim vi jura finunt, & vulnere wulnus. 


On this therefore I folely reft my 
Defence, that my Attack on the 
Character of Mi/ton was by no means 
ultro- 
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ultroneous or unprovoked, ‘as Mr, - 
Pope, in Comparifon with Milton, 
had eeregioufly abufed an excellent 
Poet and fine Writer, Dr. Arthur 
Fohnfion, the Author of a very ele- 
gant Paraphrafe of the Pfalms in La- 
tin Verle, an Edition of which I had 
publifhed at Edinburgh: This Para- 
phrafe, notwithftanding its extraor- 
dinary Merit, fuffered very much in 
the Eftimation of the Public, from 
the implicit and fubmiffive Regard 
paid to Mr. Pope’s Authority, who, 
in this Inftance efpecially, made a 
very ill Ufe of his Influence, as a 
Critic, with the learned World. 

In Proof whereof I affirm for a 
Truth, that after I had obtained a 
Recommendation from the General 
Affembly of the Church of Scozland, 
(the Province of whofe Minifters it is 
to infpect or fuperintend the Educa- 
tion of Youth) to have Yobuffon’s 
excellent Verfion of the Pfalms intro- 
duced into all the Grammar Schools 
of that Kingdom, as a mighty proper 
Book 


%) 
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Book both for paving a Way fof 4 
full Underftanding of Buchanan's 
more fublime, but difficult Perfor- 
mance on that Subject, and chiefly 
for feafoning the tender Minds of 
Chriftian Youth with Precepts of true 
Piety and Virtue; yet fuch was the 
blind Deference paid to Mr. Popes 
that few School-mafters in Scotland 
would receive ‘fobnffon’s Paraphrale 
into their Schools, after that capri- 
cious Critic teftified his Diflike of 
that Performance by the flighting 
Manner in which he treated its Aus 
thor in Comparifon of Milton, whom 
he treated as a Giant in Poetry, and 
the other as a Dwarf or Pigmy only; 
notwithftanding, one would think 
the Recommendation of the whole 
Church, in a Body affembled, might 
eafily have overbalanced any fingle 
Perfon’s Authority, how great foever. 

Nor was that all; but the ill Ef- 
fects of Mr. Pope’s Influence appear’d 
{till more confpicuous, after Mr. Au- 
ditor Benfon had prepared - feveral 
| beautiful 
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beautiful Editions of Fobufion’s Pa- 
raphrafe; no fewer than fix in Num- 
ber, two in Quarto, two in O¢tavo, 
and two in a leffer Form; all which 
now lie like Lumber in the Hand of 
Mr. Vaillant, Bookfeller, occafioned 
by Mr. Pope’s ill-natur’d Criticifm 5 
tho’ it is certainly a Performance, in 
its Kind, inferior to none that ever 
appeared in the World: One of 
thefe Editions in Quarto, illuftrated 
with an Interpretation and Notes, 
after the Manner of the Claflic Au- 
thors iz U/um Delphini, was infcrib’d 
to his Royal Highnels Prince George, 
as a fit Book for his Inftruction in 
Principles of Piety, as well as Know- 
ledge of the Latin Tongue, when 
he fhould arrive at due Maturity of 
Age. | 
As the worthy Editor propofed to 
have Fohn/fon’s Verfion of the Pfalms 
introduced into Schools in place of 
Ovid’s Epiftles, tho’, in the Judg- 
ment of many, a very unfit Book, 
taught in fome; or his Lsbri ae 
Triftibus, a mean, trifling Perfor- 


C mance. 
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mance, taught in others; he had 
the Satisfaction accordingly to fee his 
laudable Defign in part crown’d with 
Succefs, as feveral learned Teachers 
were pleafed to honour the Doétor’s 
Paraphrafe with Admiffion into their 
Schools, and ftill more were like to 
follow their Example: And when now 
there was a great Likelihood of that 
valuable and ufeful Book becoming 
daily more and more general, behold 
all that worthy Gentleman’s Endea- 
vours, attended alfo with very great 
Expence, in preparing fo many beau- 
tiful Editions of that Work, as has 
been remarked already, quite defeated 
in England, as mine had been in 
Scotland, by one Dath of Mr. Pope's 


Pen in his Dunciad ; i 


On two unequal Crutches propp'd he * came, 
Milton’s on this, on that One Johniton’s Name. 


* Benfon] This Man endeavoured to raife him- 
felf to Fame by erecting Monuments, ftriking 
Coins, and procuring Tranflations of Milton; and 
aiterwards, by a great Paffion for Arthur Fobnfton, 
a Scots Phyfician’s Verfion of the Pfalms, of which 
he printed many fine Editions, 

Notes on the Dunciad. 


Such 


[334 
Such remarkable Feats may a Man 
perform, who has once got an efta- 
blifhed Reputation! And fuch con- 
fiderable Damage may Criticifm oc- 
cafion, when its Sting is unjuftly 
levell’d, or improperly directed by 

Partiality, Prejudice, or Caprice ! 
When, therefore, I perceived all 
my Endeavours to revive Dr. Fohz- 
fton’s excellent Verfion of the-Pfalms 
in Scotland, and Mr. Ben/on’s in Eng- 
land, quite fruftrated by the immo- 
derate Regard paid to Mr. Pope’s 
dogmatical Affertion without Proof, 
I began ferioufly to confider with 
myfelf (efpecially as I had been often 
upbraided to my Face, as guilty of a 
falfe Tafte, in fhewing fo great Re- 
{pect for an Author whom Mr. Pope, 
the great Oracle of Learning and 
Cniticifm, had been pleafed to ho- 
nour with a Place in his Dumnciad) 
if there was no effectual Way to enter 
the Lifts with that formidable Anta- 
gonift, in order to difprove his un- 
juft Affertion, and expofe the Malice 
| C 2 and 
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and Impropricty of his Contraft be- 
twixt the Exgli/b Poet and Dr. “Fobu- 
ton, whereby I might at once repel 
the Injuftice of Mr. Pope’s Compa- 
rifon, and reftore Yohbnffon to his pri- 
mitive Reputation and the Pofleflion 
of his jut Glory: And as I fancied 
it impoflible to make the Doétor 
greater than he was by any {tudied | 
Panegyric of mine in his Praife, fo 
I bethought me of this only Way left, 
of enhancing his Merit by lefiening 
Mailton’s, even as Mr. Pope had endea- 
youred to raife Milton by leffening 
Ffobnfton. And as Milton's chief 
Merit was thought to confift in the 
Fertility and Sublimity of his Inven- 
tion in Paradife Loft, 1 thought if 1 
could poffibly firip him of any great 
Share of that, I fhould at once re- 
trieve ‘fobnfton’s Honour, and con- 
vict Mr. Pope of pronouncing an er- 
roneous Judgment, in giving fo vaft 
a Preference to Milton above Fohu- 
fion : For Milton, thought I, being 
{tripped of the principal Jewel in his 


poetical 
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poetical Crown, Invention, wherein 
does his extraordinary Merit above 
other Poets confift ? 

In order the better to accomplith 

i 

my Defign, I began diligently to turn 
over feveral modern Poets in Latin 
Verfe, on fimilar Subjects with Mz/- 
ton’s, and as the Search has been of 
long Continuance and great Labour, 
fo I flatter myfelf it has not been 
wholly in vain. Thus, if Milton had 
chanced to fuffer any Diminution in 
his poetical Character, his Friends 
and Admirers might thank Mr. Pope's 
officious Zeal for it, (tho to {peak 
the Truth, his Defign, I believe, was 
more to wound Mr. Ben/on, than to 
agerandize his poetical Predeceffor) 
in unjuftly preferring him to others, 
who deferved no fuch Ufage at his 
Hand. For Milton’s Reputation ftood 
on a firm enough Foundation before, 
and needed not to be confronted with 
Fobnfton, asa Foil, to make it ap- 
pear with a more confpicuous Luftre. 


Befides, 


Becks 
Befides, this unhandfome Ufage of 
“fobnfton by Mr. Pope was the more 
inexcufable, as I Ede effed him in 
behalf of fobujion, a little before he 
wrote his laft Duznciad, in which he 
ridicules him, by a very courteous 
and Cee Letter, begging he 
would honour me with his Opinion 
relating to a Controverly then fub- 
fifting betwixt me and another Per- 
fon in Scotland, about Fohnfton’s and 
sheesh Paraphrale of the Pfalms, 
ae , which of the ps were ea- 
fieft an a fitteft fot the Ufe of School- 
boys of ten or twelve Years of Age: 
At the fame time I fent him a Pre- 
{ent of an handfome Edition of Yohn- 
fion’s Paraphrafe, with fome other 
Latin Poems on facred Subjects, 
which a little before that I had pub- 
lifhed. I have been informed he re- 
ceived my Prefent by the Hands of 
Mr. Mallet; but the only Return I 
had to my Tictter, by way of ‘Thanks, 
was the civil Ufage of my favourite 
Author we have feen recorded: in his 
Dunciad, 
1 had 


aes 

I had other kind of Ufage fhewn 
me by the learned nai Abe ahaw 
Gronovius, Dr. Trapp, the Authors 
of the Univerfal ee and Mr. 
Ainfworth, Author of the Latin and 
Englifbh Dictionary. 7 

Thus have I fhewn, as briefly and 
impartially as I could, the Caufe and 
Origin of my Attack on the poetical 
Chitaten of the great Milton; and 
if I fhall be thought to have levelled 
my Refentment againft the wrong 
Mark, Milton iniead of Pope, or to 
have ‘puthed it ultra Lumites incul- 
pate Tutele, now Paflion is fubfided, 
I frankly own it, I am heartily forry 
for it, and moft humbly afk Pardon, 
and earneftly j intreat that your Grace’s 
Candour would impute it rather to 
an Error in my Judgment, than to 
any Perverfenefs or Malignity of 
Will. 

I defire alfo that it may be re- 
membred, in Extenuation of my 
Offence, that if I have endeavoured 
to tefl Milton's Reputation below 
its 


rer 
its juft Merit, in my late Effay, I 
had in a former Work of mine railed 
it as far perhaps, if poflible, above it, 
where I pronounced him the greateft 
of Men—the moft celebrated of 
Poets—-an Ornament not to Ezg- 
land only, his native Country, but 
to Mankind in general—that his in- 
comparable Poem, the noble Monu- 
ment of an immortal Genius, ftood 
fair to vie with Eternity itfelf in 
Duration—and even lamented, as a 
Crime of the deepeft Dye, that no 
one before the Honourable Mr. Au- 
ditor Ben/onx + (whofe elegant ‘Tatte: 


Bay 


+ Ac par erat feilicet maximi virorum Miltoni 
admiratorem, cujufque memoriam Anglorum primus, 
poft tantum, prob dolor! ab tants exceffu berois, 
non Anglia modo foli natalis, verum generis humani 
ornamenti, intervallum, fiatua etiam eleganti, in 
loco celeberrimo pofita, cenobio nempe Weftmonafte- 
rienfi, Regum, Principum, Antiftitum, illuftriumque 
Anglig virorum cemeterio, profecutus eft; eumdem 
dulciffimam caftifimamque Fonftont Mufam fuJpicere 
aique adamare, ac tale etiam quiddam medttari, 

And elfewhere: Virorum maximus, Joannes Mil- 
tonus, Poeta celeberrimus, cujus eximius liber, An- 
glicanis verfibus confcriptus, vulgo Paradifus Amifius, 
immortalis 


[ 19 | 

at the fame time, I took occafion to 
applaud, for doing equal Honour to 
Fohnfton and Milton, as he was e- 
qually fond of both) had done Juftice 
to his Merit by erecting a Monu- 
ment to his Honour, among other 
uluftrious poetical Heroes in We/f- 
minfler-Abbey, to tranfmit his Me- 
mory to Pofterity. All which Ex- 
preflions are far enough from arguing 
Hatred or Contempt, but are, in 
Truth, indubitable Marks of the 
higheft Value and Efteem, 

And, laftly, may I beg leave to 
remark, that Mz/ron’s only furviving 
Pofterity, Mrs. Elizabeth Fofter, reap- 
ed more real Advantage from a Pro- 
pofal of mine, addreffed to the Pub- 
lic in her Favour, in a Poflt{cript 
fubjoined to my Differtation, than 
from the Writers of the higheft En- 
comiums and formal Panegyrics on 


% 


ah illud Ingentt monumentum, cum ipfa feré 
«ternitate perennaturum eft opus! 
Poetarum Scotorum Mufe Sacre, in Pre- 
fatione. Edinb. 1739. 
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the great Author, or his Works, put 
all together. And may the Public 
repeat the Benefaction once more, 
every Year ‘of her Life, which now 
probably cannot be many! This, in 
my Opinion, would be one effectual 
Way to teftify their real Gratitude 
and Refpeé& to the Memory of that 
reat Writer. 

Thefe Obfervations laid together, 
and duly adverted to, make it plain 
to a Demontftration, that my Quarrel 
was not with Milton, nor the high 
Reputation he juftly enjoys with all 
true Judges of noble Sentiment and. 
exalted Poetry, but with the unfair 
Preference given him by Mr. Pope, 
in a malicious and improper Contraft 
over Dr. Fohnffon, the Injuftice 
whereof I refolved to expofe, and to 
fupply by Proof wherein I fell fhort 
of him in Authority; and this not fo 
much with a View to debafe Milton, 
(againft whom I had no Umbrage) 
as to reftore Yohn/ton’s admirable Ver- 
fion of the Book of Pfalms (the On- 


ginal 
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inal whereof is certainly the moft 
fublime and exalted Piece of Poetry 
in the World) to the Poffeffion of 
its juft Praife, of which Mr. Po e’s 
Authority, or rather Caprice in his 
Dunciad, had unjuftly deprived it +. 
All this would have appeared in a 
very clear Light, had not my Book- 
feller (for Reafons which probably he 
thought bef) fupprefled the Preface 
I put into his Hands to be prefixed 
to my Ejjay, in which I gave a full 
Detail (as I have done above) of the 
Motives that induced me to engage 
in a Province every way fo difagree- 


+ A learned Foreigner has been pleafed to be- 
ftow the following extraordinary and elegant En- 
comium {making fome Allowance for the poetical 
Hyperbole) on Yobufion's and Buchanan’s Paras 
phrafe of the Pfalms, after mentioning no fewer 
than twenty-feven Paraphrafes of that facred Book 
in Latin Verie : 


Laus fia quemque manet, Delpbis exclamat Apolid. 
Fama favens Boree talia aitta dedit : 
Scotia fola cant celo celanda perennt 5 
Auribus apta Remi Scotia fola canit. 
Scotia fola canit memori digniflima cedro 3 
Auribus apta Dx Scotia fola cat, 
D2 able, 
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able, arduous, and unpopular; that 
had not Neceflity, in a manner, com- 
pelled me, as the Author, whom } 
highly value, and on whofe Reputa- 
tion my Subfiftence in Life, in a great 
meafure, depended, was totally difcre- 
dited by Mr. Pope, in Worth as well 
South Britain +, I fhould have been 
the laft of all Men to have engaged 
in fuch an Undertaking as tended to 
leffen or detract from the Reputation 
of one of the greateft Writers that 
any Age or Nation ever produced, 
whofe Verfes I had fo often read 
with equal Delight and Admiration, 
and on whom I had once conferred 
a Character as high and honourable, 
as the moft fanguine of his Admirers 
had ever done; and as that was my 
cool and fincere Opinion of that 


By 2 moderate Calculation, Mr. Lauder has 

‘ és ‘ ae . ¢ 

loft at leaft betwixt twenty and thirty Pounds 

per Annum, thefe ten Years paft, by Mr. Pope’s 

blafting the Credit of Fobu/ton’s Paraphrafe, and 

confequently preventing all fubfequent Editions of 

it after the firft; which was no inconfiderable 
Detriment to his fmall Fortune. | 
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wonderful Man feveral Years ago, I 
declare it is fo ftill, and ever will be, 
notwithftanding all Appearances to 
the contrary, occafioned merely by 
Paflion and Refentment, as I have 
exprefled myfelf already, both in my 
Propofals, and in my Letter to the 
Reverend Mr. Douglas. 

Lo conclude this Subje&, I with 
Milton as well as Fobnfton (for in de- 
{fpite of Mr. Pope's malicious Con- 
traft [ll join them both together in 
Flonour now, as well as formerly) 
the fame good Fortune that was 
wifhed to, and obtained by the moft 
celebrated Poet of ancient Rome, the 
immortal Maro ; 


Laudetur! vigeat! placeat! relega~ 
tur! ameturt 


I fhall conclude this Apology with 
a Couplet from the W ritings of that 
excellent Author (an immoderate Zeal 
to vindicate whofe Character, when 
unjuftly attacked, rather than any 
invidious Defigen to depreciate the 
jult 
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juit Reputation of Milton) has brought 
me almoft to the Brink of Ruin, if 
Lam not reftored to Favour, upon 
my Submiflion and Repentance, that 


‘the fame Hand which inflicted the 


Wound, may contribute to work the 
Cure : 


Exoret Tua Te Bonitas! Deléa Chentis 
Hac tegat! & cecdé Crimina Nube premat ! 


{ am, with the moft profound Refped, 
Efteem and Veneration, 


May it pleafe your Grace! 
Your GRACE’ 
Moft Obedient, 
Moft Obliged, 


And moft Humble Servant, 


Wilham Lauder, 


POS T- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


\ S your Grace is the firft Perfon 
{-\& amongft my illuftrious and 
venerable Patrons, to whom I have 
made Application for Pardon and 
Reconciliation, I hope your Grace's 
ufual Goodnefs and Humanity will 
not only grant it yourfelf, but will 
proceed a Step further, and, mindful 
of the Benediction appropriated to 
Peace-makers, even interceed for me 
as a Mediator with others. But why 
do I mention Interceffion? For what 
Man in the Kingdom will refufe to 
comply with your Grace’s Example? 

And that your Grace may accom- 
plith this with the greater Succefs, as 
the greateft Freedom has been ufed 
with the Adamus Exful of the moft 
excellent Grotius, I fhall here lay 
before the Eyes of my illuftrious and 
honour- 
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honourable Patrons, as well as your 
Grace’s, a noble Inftance of the for- 
giving Spirit of that truly great Mani, 
in a Cafe far more atrocious than 
mine, (for he was no lefs illuftrious 
for his Humanity and Mercy, than 
for his confummate Erudition) as it 
is related by the ingenious Mr. Mo/- 
foy, in his learned and ufeful Trea- 
tile, De Fure Maritimo & Navali, 
Book firft, Chapter X. where he 
treats of the Immunities and Privi- 
leges of Ambaffadors, - The Story is 
thus : 

~ The Queen of Sweden having 
‘‘ made the incomparable Grozius 
‘¢ (after he had. efcaped by Provi- 
“¢ dence out of Prifon, and by a 
‘‘ greater from his Countrymen) her 
“© Ambafiador for that Crown with 
‘© Lewis the Thirteenth, with whom 
““ he refided at Paris; coming one 
“ Day from Sz. Germans, the Se- 
“‘ cretary of Ceremonies being in 
«© the Coach with him, it chanced, 
‘ that in one Place as they pafled, 
€¢ a 
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‘a great Number of People were in 
“ the Way, feeing an Execution, his 
‘© Coachman and Poftillion driving 
‘© boldly through the Company, the 
‘© Archers then attending the Exe- 
“© cution with fhort Pieces (concern’d 
‘¢ fomewhat angrily that the Execu- 
‘© tion was difturbed) made after the 
“ Coach, fhot both his Poftillion 
“ and Coachman, and through the 
“© Coach, even through his Hat : 
‘© The Matter coming to be exami- 
‘© ned, the King ordered three or 
‘¢ four of them to be hanged, but 
“¢ that good Man firft pardoned 
« them himfelf, and then obtained 
“© the King’s.” So far Molloy. Thus 
great Minds are merciful ! 

My illuftrious Patrons, therefore, 
efpecially the honourable Gentlemen, 
learned in the Law, who probably 
account it their Honour to be repu- 
ted equal to this moft incomparable 
Author in the Knowledge of that 
ufeful Science, are intreated to con- 
fider, if it be proper to fall aah ci 

E this 
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this admirable Perfon in Placability 


and Mercy, the moft excellent Qua- 


lities of the human Soul; and what 
Glory it reflects upon ite that he 
did not deviate in his praice when 
old and a Statefman, from the hu- 
reat Maxim of his Youth, afcribed 
to the Almighty himfelf, Pretulz 
Clementiam Faris Rigort | 

M. ay all concerned imitate that 
noble Ex xample, and thereby at once 
ac&t up to the Dignity of their Na- 
ture, rival a moft amiable Pattern, 
and render an unfortunate Man happy! 
who, in es worft Conftruction, has 


offended rather pt rafh Impru- 
dence, aa headftrong Paflion, and 
that after the ny oheft PLgebcston: 
and in Self- deferice, than Wantonnefs 
of Sekai Wick ednefs of Defien, 
or Pri ciples of Malice, and there- 
tore “18 coy no means an’ improper or 
unworthy Ob breét of Pardon. 

This if eranted, will ftand forth 
a noble beset iment of nglifp Lenity 


% 
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under the ftrongeft Obligations, in 
order to retrieve my Character, and 
requite the Favour, to engage in Un- 
dertakings for the future, as ufeful 
and commendable, as the other was 
invidious and difagreeable. 

But why do I propofe the Exam- 
ple of Grotius as a Pattern to your 
Grace ? Your Grace, who are better 
qualified to ferve as a Precedent to 
future Ages, than to act by the Pat- 
tern of former ones, whofe Clemency 
and Placability, if extended to my 
Offence, it will be far eafier for 
thoufands to admire than imitate! 

If your Grace, and the reft of my 
illuftrious and honourable Patrons, 
fhall be pleafed, upon this humble 
Acknowledgment of my Fault, and 
fincere Promife of better Conduct in 
fubfequent Times, to forgive my Of-+ 
fence, receive me into Favour, and 
continue your Allowance to have the 
Authors, mentioned in my Propofals, 
publifhed under the Patronage of 
your illuftrious and veneral le Names; 

Be to 
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to preclude all Sufpicion of Fraud 
and Interpolation for the future, and 
to fatisfy all who may yet be willing 
to encourage the Work, that thefe 
Authors {hall be exhibited with the 
utmoft Fidelity and Exaétnels, printed 
original Copies from whence the new 
Edition is made, fhall be depofited 
either in your Grace's Library at 
Lambeth, or in any other other pub- 
lic Library your Grace fhall think 
proper to name, that all who are 
curious may have the Opportunity 
of collating the new Edition of thefe 
Authors with the former ones. 

By way of Specimen, fix or feven 
of the principal Authors, who have 
particularly treated of Milton's Sub- 
ject, might firft be printed ; and the 
reft might follow in Order, provided 
the Specimen fhould prove agreable, & 
anfwer the Expectation of the Public, 

As for the Interpolations, (for 
which I have been fo highly blamed} 
when Paflion is fubfided, and the 
Minds of Men can patiently attend 
to 
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to Truth, I promife amply to re- 
place them with Paflages equivalent 
in Value, that are genuine, that the 
Public may be convinced, that it was 
rather Paflion and Refentment, than 
a Penury of Evidence (the twen- 
tieth Part of which has not as yet 
been produced) that obliged me to 
make ufe of them. + 


+ The learned Scaliger, who underftood the 
Powers of human Nature, as well perhaps as any 
Critic now living, and who was as fond of Virgil, 
as the People of Lxgland can poffibly be of Milton, 
affirmed as much of the former, as I have done of 
the latter, namely, that he had derived all the 
Materials of his Auveid from the Writings of the 
Greek Poets and Tragedians, and that he hardly 
believed there was any thing of his own in that 
Poem, that was new, except the Conftruction and 
Difpofition of the Work, and the elegant Lan- 
guage: ’Tis true, he does not blame him for bor- 
rowing, he rather commends him, as 1 fhould 
have done Milton, inftead of difpraifing -him ; 
which I own was a Fault, occafioned merely by 
Paffion, which, according to one Peet, is a fhort 
Madnefs, 

Ira furor brevis eft, 
and according to another, of fuch a deftructiy: 
Quality, as to fhut up the Eyes of. the Unde: 
{tanding from the Difcovery of Truth, witnefs hik 
own Words, 
Jinpedit ira animum, ne pofiit cernere verum. 


ARES oe ee dala 


Soy hth el EG ee re 
< ep = ores $9 — 


